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From the Editor
Shock, horror, it is now six months since the last newsletter. Can you believe it? There are, of
course some good reasons for the delay, although my two months overseas now seems a distant
memory. The other thing has been that Keith wanted to delay a newsletter until the Club
Championships were finalised.
Last issue I included a photo of our lady members cleaning up the garden by Number One tee. This
time it is the turn of the Wednesday Whackers who did a marvellous job clearing up on number one
fairway after storm damage had shifted much of the gravel from the drain onto the fairway. Well
done lads
So quickly and efficiently was the task completed that it was even suggested that we should all nip
down to the Ngaio Gorge and clean up the slips that were taking days to clear and were closing the
road at the time.
Cheers

Robin Semmens

Observations from the 19th
The Course
After the wettest winter for many a year the course has coped extremely well with just one or two
competition days lost due to flooding or waterlogged conditions. Feedback from members reports
that we have fared much, much better than most Wellington clubs whose members have been
bereft of golf for days at a time.
Mike Homer, who joined us as green keeper at the beginning of July from the sunny Bay of Plenty,
has coped extremely well with the horrendous weather conditions he has faced and he is already
stamping his own “brand” on the course. Mike has been encouraged by the warmth of welcome
from the many members who have engaged with him on the course and he is impressed with the
very relaxed and supportive environment.

Summer Members & Green Fee Players
With daylight saving now with us we are expecting an influx of summer members and green fee
players. It is important that we encourage these people to use the course. They are an important
funding stream and it is from amongst these players that we hope to increase our membership.
When these players arrive to play on competition days, both weekend and mid week, our Club
captains / convenors will endeavour to find space for them on the course and ask them to give rightof-way to those involved in the club competitions. All of us need to make these players feel welcome
so they too have an enjoyable golfing experience and return again in the future.

2018 Beckons
Saturday 30 September closed off the 2017 financial year for the Club. 01 October ushered in the
2018 financial year. Over the next few weeks the year will be reviewed and an Annual Report and a
Financial Report will be prepared for the Annual General Meeting to be held in the Clubhouse on
Tuesday 14 November, 2017 at 7.30pm. These reports will be emailed to all members as soon as
they are available prior to the AGM.
It continues to be a fact that the Club can no longer afford the luxury of a full/part time manager.
Over the past two years we have proved that we can still run an efficient administration with a 10hr
per week administrator supported by an enthusiastic and committed management committee.

Regrettably several of the current management committee have indicated that they are unavailable
for re-election in 2018 so it is now over to you, the membership, to identify some “new blood” to
assist with the leadership and management of the Club. Nomination forms will be emailed along
with other AGM material later this month.

Email Addresses
Vodafone will shortly cease its email service. When you change to a new email address please
forward it to the club ohariugolf@xtra.co.nz so that we can continue to communicate with you.
With the improving weather I look forward to seeing you on the “Best 9 Hole Course in Wellington”

Keith Lawrence
President
OUR HISTORY – the Early Years
During the first twenty years of the Club’s existence, steady progress was made in developing its
pattern of operation, improving the course, extending the clubhouse and increasing membership.
It was decided early on that the club colours would be GREEN and GOLD, but the Club badge (a
putter head and ball) was not developed until 1966.
The club membership grew steadily from 74 in 1955 to 106 in 1962 and 214 in 1970. In the early
years membership was strictly controlled to avoid overcrowding and in 1967 the number of full
playing members was restricted to 83 men and 41 ladies. This was increased to a total of 200
members in 1969 and 300 in 1971.
The playing season was March to October and the course was closed between seasons.
Competitions were held on Saturdays and Sundays; and on Tuesdays for the Midweek Ladies.
In 1953 the Club was affiliated to the NZ Golf Association, but it was not until 1955 that it became
affiliated to the Wellington Golf Association and was able to participate in competitions run by them.
From the outset a disc draw was used for Club competitions. This ensured that members generally
played with a different group each time they played. In addition multiple tees were used for the
start of competition, allowing the field to start and finish at about the same time and enjoy each
others’ company in the clubhouse after the game.
The original clubhouse had no power – Tilley lamps were used for lighting and a school-type cast iron
heater in the middle of the room was used to boil the kettle. The toilet facilities were primitive! It
was only after the Club acquired a new clubhouse in 1957 that it had a facility large enough to
accommodate its meetings and social needs.
Initially, sheep were the primary means of fairway mowing, with occasional assistance from a
contractor when growth got beyond the capabilities of the four-legged mowers. The greens were
rolled and cut by Club members rostered on Saturday mornings before the afternoon tee off. The
first greenkeeper was employed in 1962. However, most of the improvements to the course, such as
relaying greens and tees, were carried out by Club members and working bees were common
occurrences. Provisions were made in 1965 for some watering of the greens, but it wasn’t until 1971
that the fences surrounding the greens were removed.

The first hole-in-one was achieved in 1954, but it was another nine years before the next one took
place. The Club elected its first Life Member in 1965, in recognition of Mrs Pauline Hook’s
involvement in the Club
Extract from Ohariu Valley GC 1952-2002 History Handbook

Club Championship Results
Strokeplay:
Senior:
Intermediate:
Junior:

Mike Feely
Ajit Narayan
Tony Walsh & Mark Casey

Match Play:

Senior:
Intermediate:
Junior:
Women:

Championship

Flights

Mike Feely
Ajit Narayan
Tony Walsh
Jill Darby

Craig Walsh
Ryan Knott
Dave Reynish

Photo Gallery

Mike Feely and Paul Inwood on the
green completing the first 18.

Ajit Narayan and Mike Magurk
likewise

Tony Walsh, Ajit Narayan, Jill Darby, Craig Walsh and Dave Reynish with
their respective trophies (Mike Feely absent)

Ryan Knott – Intermediate Flights

Plenty of advice from the bank

A new sponsor 10% off – hole 5

Great work and thanks to all the
helpers.

