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Closing Day 2017 – Members admiring the new green’s mower
From the Editor
What a great spell of weather we have been enjoying to see out the year. I am aware, after Keith’s
email a week or two back, that not everyone is happy with the way our greens are playing. Despite
this I do believe the greenkeeper and club members assisting him have been doing an excellent job
in maintaining our course. We enjoyed far better conditions than many clubs during our very wet
winter and the presentation has continued at a high level into the slightly unseasonable dry spell we
have enjoyed over the past two months. Congratulations I say.
On Closing Day I took my camera along and took many more photos than can be included in this
newsletter. I am happy to work out an arrangement where people can look at these if they are
interested. Just let me know.
May we take this opportunity to wish all members the very best over the festive season and for a
happy and prosperous 2018.
Cheers

Robin Semmens

Observations from the 19th
Wow what a remarkable few weeks of summer weather we have been experiencing since the
beginning of November. No one I have spoken to can remember such a run of rainless days for this
time of the year.
Full marks to green keeper Mike Homer for his dedication and tenacity as he quickly understood our
rather unique watering system and focussed his energies on saving the greens from heatstroke
especially as the unseasonable weather blazed down upon us so soon after the coring of the greens.
Tuesday 14 November saw an encouraging turnout at the Club’s 67th Annual General Meeting. A full
team of officers was elected to lead the Club through the next 12 months;
President

Keith Lawrence

Vice President

Steve Henderson

Immediate Past President

Murray Goodson

Secretary

Jolene Zink

Club Captain

Phil Carter

Women’s Captain

Zelda Purcell

Ass’t Women’s Captain

Jill Darby

Handicapper

John Redman

Reviewer

Malcolm Chapman

Sub-Committee Conveners:
Finance

Murray Goodson

Match

Phil Carter

Course

Jose Bryant

Social

Colin Brown

House

Bob Sutton

General Committee:

John Gray
Barry Williams
Jim Gifkins
Prakash Narayan

2018 Subscriptions
The AGM also endorsed the Management Committee’s recommendation for a small increase in the
annual subscription and an increase in green fees for 9 holes. The following are the 2018
subscription and green fee rates:
Full Playing
Mid-Week
9-Hole

If Paid in full by 31/1/2018
$669
$584
$372

If Paid by Banks AP
$714pa ($59.50 per month)
$604pa ($50.35permonth)
$392pa ($32.70per month)

Junior
 Under 19
 U23 & FT Student
 Under 23

$100
$150
$235

Summer 18 hole
Summer 9 hole
Summer Junior
Non Playing / Social

$350
$200
$50
$25

Green Fees: (from 01 December 2017)
18 hole
$20
9 hole
$20
NB: Members who own their own business can pay quarterly via their business. The Club will

generate receipts quarterly; however under the Financial Advisors Act (2008) we are NOT authorised
to offer advice as to the Tax Deductibility of the subscription. You should seek advice from an
accountant. If this option is taken up there is no early payment discount available.
Within the next few days the Club will be forwarding invoices for the 2018 subscription payment
which is due before 31 January 2018. Early payment would be appreciated.
Continue to enjoy your summer golfing and have a festive Xmas and a wonderful 2018.

Keith Lawrence
President
OUR HISTORY – Major Changes
The early 1970’s saw some major changes, beginning with a decision at the end of 1971 to plan for a
tractor shed and extend the clubhouse
.
The tractor (implement) shed was erected in early 1973 and approval for the new clubrooms (now
the upstairs section of the clubhouse) was given at the end of that year. Debentures were raised,
building commenced on 12 March 1974 and the additions were opened on 19 October of that year.
At about the same time, a decision was made to extend the course and planning began for this.
Initially, course development was confined to improving drainage, planting trees, and constructing
the hillocks (boobs) alongside the No 9 green.
At the beginning of 1979 the Club began to experience some financial difficulties. Later in the year,
short term liquidity problems were identified, but these were overcome by levying full playing
members $30 and by closely controlling all expenditure. As a consequence of these problems,
approval for the development of the new holes (existing Nos 1 & 2) was not given until the end of
1980.
Throughout this period of significant development, the normal Club competitions and activities
continued. It was during this time that twilight tournaments were initiated. Club teams participated
in interclub competitions, and the annual Anzac Day competition against the Johnsonville Club
became a regular feature. Working bees continued to be part of Club activities, supplementing
routine course and clubhouse maintenance.

In 1980 Colin Billings became the first of several Club members to be invited to join the Eagles
Golfing Society and with his appointment, the Club’s commitment to the annual Halberg Trust
Fundraising Day began.
Earthworks on the new holes began in August 1981. After the grasswork was completed and the new
greens laid No 1 (Outward Bound) and No 2 (Homestead) came into occasional use in 1982 and
regular use in 1983. But, despite the thought and effort that went into these holes, the layout was
not a complete success and in 1984 the Club decided to reshape and re-lay the greens.
Noticeable additions to the course in 1984 were the bridge over the No 7 donga (Grays Viaduct) and
thanks to the support of Toyota, Carter Holt, Cyril Cole, and Newlands Motors, and the building skills
of Colin Billings, the shelters at the tees of No 1, 2,4,6,7 and 8.
Extract from Ohariu Valley GC 1952-2002 History Handbook
NB: The Gray’s Viaduct bridge was replaced in November 2017. Many thanks to John Gray for supplying the timber and
leading a skilled group of builders in Vince Comis & Roger Whittaker

New Greens Mower
With a substantial grant from the Johnsonville Charitable Trust the Club has been able to purchase a
new greens mower “ Toro Flex 2120”. Delivery was taken at the end of November and it will further
assist green keeper Mike to turn out first class greens. With further support from the JCT we have
also been able to retain our “ageing” greens mower which will be on standby should we have any
breakages and off course servicing is required.

The new Toro Flex 2120 greens mower.
And while on the subject of Greens, members will note the sign at No 1 Tee asking players not to
interfere with sprinklers and watering apparatus around the greens. You are able to take a free drop
if your ball settles amongst hoses and other equipment. Mike, Boyd and others assisting with course
maintenance are working hard to ensure that the greens are maintained in top order. This has not
been easy as a result of the great, but very dry, weather we have been enjoying and we ask
members to do everything in their power to assist.

Dawnbreakers Report
The 2017 Dawnbreakers 8-team competition finished with the last round played on Sunday 3
December.
The competition this year was very close, with a number of teams in competition for first place in
the final round. Team 4 (Ken Albrecht, Paul Crompton, Kevin Hilder and Ian Murray) was the
eventual winner. Phil Amaru Junior won the Viko Trophy for highest individual stableford points
after 11 rounds of the competition, from 31 other competitors

Ken, Ian, Paul and Kevin

OPENING DAY 2018 -

(Note this date in your diary)

Saturday 13 January – Tee Off 12.30pm
Canadian Foursomes
Social function from approx 11.00am
Further information prior to Xmas

Photo Gallery

The Barretts showing their excitement at the prize giving on Closing Day

Play on Closing Day for the Wednesday Whackers – Where is there a nicer course?

Vince Comis being awarded the Cooney Cup, and we appreciate Wally’s regular Wednesday visits

Jill Darby and Zelda Purcell

Mike Feely

A selection of those receiving awards at the presentation of certificates and trophies

Tony Walsh

Ajit Narayan

Dave Jaggard

Boyd Atkinson

Paul Inwood

Vera Hughes

