31 December 2019

Ohariu Valley
Golf Club

From the Editor
I have to concede that it is some time since I produced the last newsletter. Things have not been
great and I have been spending time in Sydney, however life seems to be settling down with the odd
game of golf coming a little more regularly than it has been of late. Suffice it to say the course is in
great condition, and the Club is ticking along very nicely.
I was in the Clubhouse the other day and struck up a conversation with visitors to the course. Steve
and Mary Ann Simmonds are from Seattle USA and have been spending 5 weeks touring in New
Zealand. They were at the course for the 2nd time that week. Steve plays with genuine hickory
shafts on his clubs. He researched the internet and found our club and absolutely loves the course.
They had met Jose earlier in the week and she took them up the track to the top of the hill. They are
heading back to Seattle waxing lyrical about what they consider one of the best golf courses in the
world.
And very special congratulations to Bob Sutton and Ian Gemmill who managed to hit perfect shots
on the same hole on the same day. On 4 December during the Wednesday afternoon competition
the 16th hole was the venue for this remarkable feat. Well done to you both. (A couple of weeks
later I was playing with Malcolm Chapman on the 12th when he tried to emulate Bob and Ian’s feat.
He was a whole inch short of the hole. Never going in, was it.)
You may not get this before Christmas Day so if not may we take this opportunity to hope that you
have all had a great time over the festive season and may we look forward to the rest of the holiday
period and a fantastic 2020. Has a ring to it, doesn’t it.

Robin Semmens

Observations from the 19th
2019 has been an excellent year for the Ohariu Valley Golf Club. The presentation of our course
continues to provide a quality golfing experience, and my thanks go to our Greenkeeper Mike
Homer, his volunteers and the course sub-committee.
You will notice the new Sand Bin next to the number 10 tee is now complete (minus the cover and of
course, the sand!). The concrete floor needs time to fully dry before it can be put to use. This
facility will enable Mike to apply dry sand to the greens more regularly and improve their
performance even more. My sincere thanks go to the generous donors who contributed to the
material and labour costs.
The new committee elected at the recent AGM has met, and 2020 is looking like being both busy
and very positive for the club. Your new committee is listed separately in this newsletter.
I would like to acknowledge two members of the previous committee who have stood down after
many years of service towards the running of the club.



John Gray has been a long serving member of the committee, including as a member of the
Finance sub-committee. Thanks to John for his many years of service.
Jose Bryant has served as our Course convenor for many years, and has stepped down leaving
the course in the capable hands of new convenor John Redman. Of course Jose will continue to
be deeply involved in the management of the course as our landlord and will continue to
contribute on the Course sub-Committee in an ex officio capacity.

We are currently finalising new lease terms with our Landlords, the Bryant Family. The new lease
will extend out to the end of 2025, and I am grateful to the Bryant’s for their continued excellent
support of the club.
As many of you will know, we are currently operating without a Treasurer. We are looking at how
the functions of the Treasurer may be spread across multiple people to ease the burden. If you feel
you are able to contribute to this critical function of the club, even in a limited capacity, please let
me or anyone on the committee know.
Bill Cooney has joined the committee this year to focus on our grant applications. Successful grants
are essential if the club is to meet its “breakeven” budget, and it’s great to have Bill on board, with
all his years of experience and contacts within the charitable trust sector.
Next year, the golf handicapping system is undergoing some significant changes worldwide. From 1
January, handicaps will change the moment a card is entered into the DotGolf system, rather than
every 2 weeks as currently occurs. This creates some interesting challenges for clubs like us who
don’t have automated scoring systems available on site. We are working through the various
options available to us, and will most likely adopt a cautious approach before spending money on
automated scoring systems and other upgrades.
But one thing that will definitely change is that we will no longer be able to provide members with
an accurate handicap posted on our notice board. This is because a member may have played
elsewhere, and their entered scorecard will have rendered our printout inaccurate. So from 1
January, we will not be publishing member’s handicaps on the notice board. Instead it will be the
player’s responsibility to know their current handicap and enter it accurately on their card for any
club competition. You can access your handicap via the DotGolf website, or by texting your 7-digit
Golf ID to 3673 and you will receive an immediate response with your current handicap index.
Enjoy your Christmas break, play lots of golf, and spread the word about our fantastic course and
friendly golf club. Happy golfing everyone.

Steve Henderson, President

Club Committee for 2020
Ohariu Valley Golf Club – 2020 Committee
Position
Name
President
Steve Henderson
Vice President
Vacant
Club Captain
Phil Carter
Secretary
Mark Casey
Women’s Club Captain
Vacant
Treasurer
Vacant
House Convener
Bob Sutton
Course Convener
John Redman
Fundraising and Social Convener
Colin Brown
Handicapper
David Bond
General Committee
Barry Williams
General Committee
Lloyd Van Der Krogt
General Committee
Shane Kinley
General Committee
Zelda Purcell (Women’s Representative)
General Committee
Prakash Narayan
General Committee
Bill Cooney (Grants)
General Committee
Jim Gifkins
Reviewer
Malcolm Chapman

Halberg Day
The 2019 Ohariu Valley Halberg Day was held on the 30th November in magnificent sunny weather.
The designated day on the 9th November had been cancelled because of bad weather.
The scores reflected the very good condition the course was in. 42 Stableford points being needed
to receive a prize for the men. 54 golfers played. 37 Club members and 17 Eagles and Eaglesses.
The top scores to represent the Club at the Field day in February 2020 are Tony Kwok 51 points and
Rosemary Trendle 37points. The team of Paul Hawkes, Murray Goodson, Tony Kwok and Prakash
Narayan won the team event with 164 Stableford points. The competition for the Eagles Trophy
played between the Eagles and the Club members was very close with the Club winning by 1 point.
555 Stableford points to 554.
Thanks to all members who donated prizes for the raffle table and the auction. In total $2.739 was
raised for the Halberg Foundation.

Club Championship Results
Senior Men - Paul Inwood
Flights Prakash Narayan
Intermediate - Ken Albrecht
Flights Samuel Jang
Junior -

John Redman
Flights Tony Walsh

Women’s Week end Ladies Matchplay Champs
Winner Wendy Van der Krogt
runner-up Zelda Purcell
Mid week Ladies Bronze Champ
Winner Patricia Ellis
runner-up Jill Darby.

Photo Gallery

Jim Gifkins out on Halberg Day
Steve Henderson on Halberg Day

The photographer is not supposed to get into
the picture is he?
Our stalwart Colin, wishing he could be out
playing.

Pete Rendell and I winning the Hughes
Trophy. Editors privilege eh?

John Ellis coming down No2

Coming Up in January – NB: These events are taken from the annual programme. There
may be changes arising from weather related or other events.
7 Jan – Summer Cup – Round 2 – Mid-Week Women
11 Jan – OPENING DAY – Bubbles and Brunch, and Summer Cup Round 3 - Men
12 Jan – Summer Cup – Round 3 – Women
14 Jan – Summer Cup – Round 3 – Mid-Week Women
19 Jan – Summer Cup – Round 4 – Women
21 Jan – Summer Cup – Round 4 – Mid-Week Women
22 Jan – Jim Murphy Summer Cup – Mid-week Men
28 Jan – Opening Day – Mid-Week Women
29 Jan – Mid-Week Opening Day - Men

Mashie Interclub
Mashie is an interclub competition played between 6 clubs. It is for players with handicaps from 15
to 36. Strokes are given or taken according to handicap. There are 10 in a team. Singles and 4 ball
are played in each group of 4. The competition is played on a Saturday. The clubs taking part are
Kapiti, Royal Wellington (previously Pauatahanui), Te Marua, Trentham, Boucott and Ohariu Valley.
Each club has a turn of hosting 1 or 2 rounds each year. OVGC is hosting on Saturday 2 May and 20
June. Please note this down as there will be 60 players teeing off at 8.00am.
While the competition is competitive I have found it is played in a good friendly spirit. If you are
interested in playing please put your name and details on the list in the notice board in the men’s
locker room.
During 2018, for various reasons, the team found itself short of players. If you are not interested in
playing regularly but willing to fill in if the team is short please put your name up as well but indicate
that you are only willing to play if short. If you need more information please contact me. My details
are: Email: sdhmec@gmail.com Phone: 934 4223
Mark Casey

